
 Let me introduce myself. I am Leanne Landry Arndt, General Manager of WTAX, 
WDBR, WYMG, WQQL and WMHX in Springfield, IL. (Capitol Radio Group, Saga 
Communications)  
Thank you for the opportunity to express my comments regarding the FCC’s 
localism concerns.  (MB Docket number 04-233) 
 
I have been in a part of the broadcasting industry for the past 18 years.  The 
reason I fell in love with this business is because, unlike selling widgets, as 
a broadcasters I have the opportunity to serve my community.  Being intimately 
connected to our communities is the only way for our local stations to flourish 
and provides for me, the greatest joy by giving back to our communities.  The 
same place I have chosen to live, educate and raise my children. 
 
I take great pride in how our stations here in Springfield, IL serve our 
community.  Thanks for letting me share the following examples. 
 
Local News Coverage 
WTAX is a news / talk station.  We pride ourselves on having a full local news 
team which consists of three full time anchor / reporters.  In addition we have 
a part time staff of reporters.  We share the resource of our news department 
with our other four FM stations WYMG, WDBR, WMHX and WQQL.  When there is 
breaking news we are on it… depending on the news item, we have went wall to 
wall when appropriate (September 11th), we insert breaking news on all stations 
when merited (State of Illinois Capitol guard shooting) and cross promote full 
coverage on WTAX (recent train derailment).  Our focus is keeping the community 
informed and aware of the situation, letting our community know what or where to 
avoid in order to keep them safe and out of danger.  Illinois Radio Network who 
has a separate full staff of reporters here at the capitol and are on the air 
interfacing with our live local anchors on a regular basis. 
 
We run local newscasts twice an hour from 6AM to Midnight seven days per week on 
WTAX (252 local newscasts per week).  Our four FM stations each air six local 
newscasts Monday thru Friday from 6AM- 9AM for a total of 30 local newscasts per 
station each week. 
 
We also utilize our station websites to distribute updated news on school 
closings, local sport events that are delayed or cancelled and community events. 
 
Local Public Affairs 
 
We run a locally produced thirty-minute program (Focus on Springfield) on each 
station one time per week.  The WTAX morning show features up to six 3 - 5 
minute slots each day Monday thru Friday, which features interviews and local 
highlights on a variety of topics such as local politics, community events and 
activities and local public affairs. 
 
Our FM stations all on a weekly basis invite in local organizations, event 
coordinators, local politicians etc to interview live in the studio concerning 
local events, causes etc.  We do this because we know that the more locally 
integrated we are, the more we serve our community, the more successful we will 
be at gaining listeners (people tuning is because they want to know what’s going 
on) which in turn makes us a better vehicle for our advertisers and the cycle 
continues.  It is just good business for us to super serve our community. 
 
Station programming 
 



We regularly receive and review feed back from our listeners in the form of 
letters, emails, and calls. We have an open door policy in that anyone from the 
community can walk in and we are going to see to it that we take the time to 
meet with them.   
 
We cover local high school sports and on several occasions have preempted 
regular programming to cover the local sports schedule.  We host and broadcast 
local political debates, which also preempt our regular programming schedule.  
We of course preempt to provide coverage of the presidential debates and 
presidential addresses. 
 
Emergency plan to protect our community 
 
Our stations are prepared with an emergency plan to cover emergencies such as 
severe weather, crime, accidents and breaking news.  We are staffed twenty four 
hours a day, seven days a week with employees who monitor weather, national 
weather service, associated press, the EAS system, police scanner and on line 
sources.  During our overnight shifts, our employee is trained on how to get on 
the air on all stations with emergency information and has an action plan to 
contact the appropriate news and management people who are on call. 
 
Our stations participate in both the AMBER alert program and EAS.  Both WTAX and 
WDBR are local primary stations. 
 
Political Programming 
 
Our group of radio stations is known for hosting, sponsoring and broadcasting 
political debates.  We have tenure broadcasting the local Mayoral debates. Just 
recently we broadcast the US senate debate between Barck Obama and Alan Keys as 
well as the series of 2004 presidential debates.  We focus our Morning news 
watch on WTAX on local political issues during the political season and cover 
issues as they arise throughout the year.  Our host Bob Murray thrives on 
interviewing political candidates during this season and schedules interviews on 
all sides of the issue or competing candidates on the same day when ever 
possible.     
 
We provide live coverage of local campaigns and election coverage.  We covered 
the national democratic and republican conventions on a daily basis by doing 
live calling from local representatives attending each convention.  We encourage 
listeners to vote by running news stories and interviews during voter 
registration.   
 
Civic, Cultural and Community Activities and Programming 
 
We run a variety of programming on issues related to health, finance and 
religious programming. Here are a few examples: 
 
Health programming 
 
WTAX 
“Health Call with Dr. Sean McCafferty”, locally produced and airs each Saturday 
at 8:00 – 9:00AM  
 
WDBR 
“St. John’s Health Check”, every Thursday at 8:45 AM.  It is a live program that 
addresses a variety of female health concerns. 
 



WMHX 
Breast cancer awareness annual campaign programming which includes PSA’s and 
promotion of four free luncheons, which feature a seminar by a physician and 
risk assessment screenings. 
 
Finance programming 
 
WTAX 
Money Matters with Bill Peterman airs each Saturday at 7:00 – 8:00 AM, locally 
produced call in show. 
 
Religious programming 
 
WDBR 
Powerlight airs from 8PM – Midnight on Sunday nights. This local Christian 
program has been on the air for over ten years. Our local host brings in a 
variety of area church youth groups.  The show is aimed at the younger Christian 
Listening audience. 
 
We carry award-winning coverage of local high school football and basketball.  
 
We provide promotion and on site coverage of a multitude of community events. 
Examples include the guided tour for the pre-opening of the Abe Lincoln 
Presidential library where our air talent from every station hosted tours and 
broadcasted live from the event. Promotion and live coverage of St. Patrick’s 
Day, State Fair and Christmas 
Parades. We promote, broadcast live and sponsor several events at the Sangamon 
County and state fairs.  We are long time partners with the Sangamon Auditorium.  
We sponsor and promote a variety of artists, plays and entertainers who perform 
in our local community.  We sponsor the Route 66 festival concerts and broadcast 
live throughout the three-day event.  We bring the “Taste of Home” cooking show 
to Springfield every other year.   We have teamed up with the Lincoln Land 
Community College foundation to co- sponsor the annual “Summer Fun and All that 
Jazz” a local fundraiser, which brings Jazz greats like Nancy Wilson to town and 
raises money for scholarships.  
We have for years, partnered with the Springfield’s Police Department to produce 
and air “Crime Stoppers” on all stations. 
 
Our stations participate, promote and sponsor several local holiday events such 
as “The Festival of Trees”, “The Capitol Radio Group’s Holiday Food Drive”, 
WYMG’s 10th annual “Christmas Wish” where our staff coordinates fundraisers to 
raise money to be used to fill Christmas wishes for those less fortunate in our 
community.  Capitol Radio Group promotes an annual Goodwill clothing drive and 
WYMG has just completed our 16th annual safe trick or treating event “Zoolie 
Gouhlie” to benefit the Henson Robinson’s Children’s Zoo. 
 
We are sponsoring our fifth annual Make a Wish radio thon on WDRR November 18-
19,2004 
 
We promote, provide media sponsorship and broadcast live for the majority of 
Charity walks, runs and golf outings held in our community.  A partial list 
would include, Mother’s March of Dimes, Relay for Life (American Cancer 
Society), Jingle Bell Run (Arthritis Foundation), Support our Troops night 
(American Red Cross), American Lung Association Golf Outing, the Rail Classic 
Charity LPGA event and Friends in Need Golf outing. 
 



Both WDBR and WQQL coordinate and promote week long Blood Drives for the Central 
Illinois Blood bank.  WDRB’s event is the Vein Drain and falls late October and 
WQQL hosts the 8th annual “Cool Cares Blood Drive” which is scheduled in early 
December each year. 
 
We participate in and promote the annual United Way Campaign.   
 
I could go on and on, but I hope I have made my point.  I am proud of our local 
commitment to our community. In fact our success as broadcasters is directly 
tied to our local involvement in the community.  We can only be successful if we 
serve our communities.  Lucky for us, our business success goes hand in hand 
with the personal satisfaction we enjoy by giving back to our communities.  
Thank you for taking the time to review my thoughts. 
 
 


